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The newsletter for the Department of 
Wildlife Ecology and Conservation (WEC) 
has a new name, new look, and new focus.  
�Field Notes� is a small piece of a much larger 
effort to better communicate the activities 
of the Department to our alumni and friends.  
Graduate student Rachel Pawlitz suggested 
the new name for the newsletter in a 
contest that generated over 50 suggestions.  
In this issue, we provide a glimpse of some 
of the activities of our faculty, graduate 
students, and undergraduate students. 
We are also very proud of the tremendous 
accomplishments of our alumni, and in this 
issue of Field Notes we introduce a section 
entitled �Alumni Profiles� (page 7) to give you 
a taste of some of those accomplishments.  

On a personal note, I want to let you know 
how excited I am to be the new Department 
Chair in WEC.  I come to Florida after having 
spent 14 years at Oregon State University, 
where I served as a Professor, Associate 
Department Head, and Associate Dean for 
International Programs in the College of 
Forestry.  While the decision to leave the 
Pacific Northwest was a difficult one, I quickly 
saw the wonderful opportunities available 
at the University of Florida.  Florida is home 
to both an incredible wildlife resource and 
significant natural resource challenges, and 
WEC has outstanding faculty, students, and 
staff and a strong national and international 
reputation.  I am committed to building 
on the strengths of the department, to 
strengthening our relationships with old 
partners, to building relationships with 
new partners, and to filling existing gaps to 
propel the department to greater heights.  
I look forward to partnering with you in 
this effort.

I will close by making a special 
acknowledgement of the generous gifts 
that have recently been made to support 
WEC�s research, teaching, and extension 
activities.  We have recently received 
donations to support our activities at the 
Ordway-Swisher Biological Station (some 
educational activities at the Station are 
featured on page 6), our work on upland 
habitat restoration (an overview of work on 
quail restoration appears on page 6), and 
international travel for graduate students 
(an article on work in Brazil is featured on 
page 5).  Special thanks are extended to the 
Florida Wildlife Federation for establishing 
The Florida Wildlife Federation Scholarship 
for Wildlife Ecology and Conservation.  
Gifts of all sizes are critical in our efforts to 
build the strongest wildlife program in the 
country, and are most appreciated.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Field Notes, 
and I look forward to working with you in 
the coming months and years.
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Contest Winner

Dr. John Hayes and Rachel Pawlitz, creator of 
the new WEC newsletter name.

John P.  Hayes




